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June 2016 

 

 

The 222nd (2016) General Assembly of  the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) will take place 
June 18-25, in Portland, Oregon.  Commis-
sioners and advisory delegates will come 
from all 171 presbyteries, coupled with oth-
er delegates and observers from around the 
world.  We are part of  a connectional 
church! 
 

The theme for this GA is òThe Hope in 
Our Calling,ó from Ephesians 1:18.   
Around eight hundred commissioners will 
become the corporate head of  our denomi-
nation for one week, worshiping every day, 
electing persons to moderate the Assembly 
and serve in key denominational posts, act-
ing on a plethora of  overtures ð and seek-
ing in all things to discern the will of  
Christ together.  Actually, more than 3,000  
people will come to GA to participate, help, 
staff, or watch with interest (including yours 
truly).   
 

Part of commissionersõ time will be spent 
in committees.  There are twelve  
committees of  GA, with commissioners 
randomly assigned to each one.  The com-
mittees will sift through c. 88 overtures  
in order to make recommendations to the 
whole body.  After committee work is  

 

done, the assembly will regather and act 
on issues such as the future of  our de-
nomination, social witness policy, race re-
lations, environmental issues, and the Mid-
dle East.  The Belhar Confession will be 
up for final approval for addition to our 
Book of  Confessions.  You can expect 
some controversies and you will probably 
not agree with all decisions made! 
 

The PC (USA) is reformed and always re-
forming, which means change is always a 
possibility.  It is important to be informed, 
but not necessarily by getting your infor-
mation from the news media (which may 
take decisions out of  context in brief  
soundbites).  Instead, watch GA live and 
keep up with what is happening at the fol-
lowing websites: www.PC-biz.org  or 
www.PCUSA.org/GA222  
 

General proceedings and worship during 
assembly will be live-streamed.  
 

During GA, please pray for our Presbytery 
of  the Miami Valley Commissioners: 
Ruling Elder Cheryl (Gidget) Collins (clerk  
of  session at Bath Presbyterian Church), 
Teaching Elder Richard Culp (pastor of   
  

                     (continued on top of  Page 2) 

The Pastorõs  Prayers 

http://www.PC-biz.org
http://www.PCUSA.org/GA222
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I have found that some folks get excited (think panic) if  they see me, or one of  my 

family, here in the church, so I generally try to keep a low profile so as not to cause a 

stir.  With that in mind you can understand why I was concerned when I was check-

ing out the pantry in the office and overheard Shelia say she was having trouble with 

the mouse.  Having trouble with the mouse!!!!  Thatõs just what we donõt needé

negative publicity!  What a relief to find that Sheliaõs problem is a computer 

mouse.  While I donõt claim to know anything about computers, or what exactly gets 

done in the office, I do know if you want to know whatõs going on in the church, 

join me under the copier, and listen to the conversations as staff  and volunteers deal 

with church issues.  As an example, I recently heard a discussion about the churchõs 

mission work.  Did you know we have a 2016 budget of  $29,000 to fund mission 

work?  Twenty-nine thousand dollars! That's enough to curl your whiskers, don't you 

think?  You have heard of  most of  the programs we have supported in years past, 

but each year the team evaluates community needs and modifies our giving to get the 

most out of  every dollar spent on missions.  This year the team is looking at making 

some changes.  To learn more about team plans for this year, check elsewhere in the 

Lifeline for an article from the Congregational Life and Service Team.  You all 

should be proud of  the support this church provides to the needy in our communi-

ty.  Anyway, the office is a good place to hang out, but sometimes it gets 

so busy itõs hard for me to take my after-lunch nap.  Till next timeé 

                                          Ecclesial 

(Pastorõs Prayers continued from Page 1) 
 

First Presbyterian Church, Troy), Ruling 
Elder Marvella C. Lambright (College Hill  
Community Presbyterian Church), and 
Teaching Elder George H. (Sandy) 
McConnel (Honorably Retired).   Our 
Presbyteryõs past Moderator Shelley Wiley 
and Stated Clerk Larry Hollar will be mon-
itoring committee work so as to report on 
decisions to our Presbytery. 
(perhaps writing a regular blog from GA). 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Karen  

 

** I pray that the God of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of  glory, may give you a spirit 
of  wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of  your heart enlight-
ened, you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of  his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the im-
measurable greatness of  his power for us who be-
lieve, according to the working of  his great power.  
(Ephesians 1:17-19) 
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Grade);  Dayton Philharmonic Or-
chestra (2nd Grade); Madcap Puppets 
(1st Grade), and Jim McCutcheon, The 
Guitar Man (Kindergarten).  These 
programs bring the arts and sciences 
to the kids at Fairborn Primary, some 
of  whom may not be fortunate 
enough to be exposed otherwise.  
 

 With the United Methodist 

Church Snak Pak program running 

well, we have decided to step back and 

instead enter into a new supporting 

role with the Fairborn Schools: provid-

ing funds and necessary items for Fair-

born homeless families with children 

from Pre-K to Grade 12.  This is a 

new partnership and we are not sure 

which direction we will be taking;  

however, we feel strongly that it is our 

calling to help these families.   

 Thanks to a generous donation 

from one of  our church regulars, the 

church established a new "Caring for 

Kids" program.  This is a discretionary 

fund that is monitored and utilized by 

the Primary School Counselor and 

Principal. 

 We also have a longstanding min-
istry with St. Vincent.  We have three 
teams (down from four) that plan, pur-
chase and cook a meal at the shelter 
once a month.  That evening, a very 
hardy group of  volunteers (with two  
               (Continued on Page 4) 

MISSION FOR JUNE  

 First Presbyterian is a loving, 

friendly and helpful church.  Support-

ing missions is one of  the most im-

portant things we do for our communi-

ty and our congregation.  Below is a 

quick rundown on where our mission 

dollars go. 

 For 2016, the goal for the mission 

budget is $29,000.  This is based on a 

tithe (10%) of  the total income for the 

church in 2014.  (Note:  We use 2014 

because we must submit the budget be-

fore we have the income total for 

2015.)  Approximately two-thirds of  

this comes from the general offerings 

to the church.  The other one-third 

comes from gifts designated for a spe-

cific mission and fund-raising projects.  

The plan for 2016 is to use $18,640 

from the general offering and $10,360 

from designated gifts and fund raising.  

  Here is where our general offer-

ing dollars go:  Fairborn Schools:   

$5,940;  St Vincent:  $3,500;  Senior 

Center:  $1,750;  Fisher House:  $100, 

Presbyterian Missions:  $2,000; and  

other local programs/charities:   $5,350.  

 The Fairborn Schools is the biggest 
chunk of  our expenditures.  We provid-
ed the following programs last school 
year for children in K-3:    COSI (3rd  
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MISSION article  (continued from Page 3) 

regulars from Bath Presbyterian) return 

to St. Vincent and serve the families.   

 We started a  program to cook and 

serve lunch once a month at the Fair-

born Senior Center, not only providing a 

healthy meal for our seniors in the com-

munity, but also ensuring a happy, 

friendly environment for these folks to 

share a meal and have some contact 

with others, perhaps in their same situa-

tions. 

 We bake homemade goodies and 

take then to the Fisher House every  

other month.  We like to think we 

are providing a homelike feel for the 

guests by providing these items baked 

with love. 

 Other projects we support finan-

cially:  FISH, Christmas in Action, Catch 

the Building Spirit, Kirkmont Camp, and 

the Interfaith Hospitality Network. 

 We receive "in kind" donations 

throughout the year (for instance one 

cooking team member pays for all the 

food for St Vincent for the months the 

team cooks, four times per year).  As 

you know, we do fund raisers (Elder-

Beerman books, Meadowview cards, 

etc.) to provide funding for some of  this 

programming.  This is over and above 

our proposed budget! 

 In addition to financial support, we 

have a very loving group of  volunteers 

who do a wide variety of  sharing of  their 

time and talents.  We have individuals 

who donate their time to Fairbornõs FISH 

Pantry, Fairbornõs Operation Safety Net, 

working in the primary school library, 

reading to children at the primary school, 

Helping Hands, along with a host of  oth-

er activities. 

 If  anyone is interested in helping 

with one of  these missions, please see any 

member of  the Congregational Life and 

Service Team.  There is always room for 

more volunteers! 

 

       CLS Team Members 

    Diane Sondergelt, chair 

    Marlene Acus 

    Julie Brown 

    Colleen Gooray 

    Joyce Hazlett 

    Shirley Schlafman 

    Karen Cassedy, staff 

    Denise Lo Cicéro, staff 
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tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ 9Ǌƛƪ {ƻƴŘŜǊƎŜƭǘ 
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Adult Christian Education Update 

 

 Sunday Mornings:  We are reading a variety of  Biblical translations and discuss-

ing the Letter of  James, and plan next to study the Letter to the Hebrews.  Neither of  

these letters having been written by the Apostle Paul, we chose them for the different 

and enlightening perspectives each provides on leading the Christian life.  All are wel-

come! (This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.) 

 

 Tuesday Mornings:  Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over 

breakfast at Foyõs Grill.  Again, all are welcome!  (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., be-

fore heading out to their various volunteer and other commitments.) 

 

 Thursday afternoons:  We are taking a break until August (exact date to be an-

nounced), when we will begin a new DVD study, The Holy Land Revealed, by Prof. Jodi 

Magness of  the University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Dr. Magness is an 

award-winning archaeologist and an expert on a wide spectrum of  holy land topics 

across the centuries.  Questions?  Please see or call Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley 

Schlafman. 

 

Summer Choir 

 The Chancel Choir has already stopped wearing robes for the summer, and 

starting on Sunday, June 26, we will officially be in òSummer Choiró mode, when we 

present slightly easier anthems and hymn arrangements prepared with only one re-

hearsal, which takes place that particular Sunday morning in the choir loft at 9:40 a.m.  

All are welcome, especially those who enjoy singing but are unable to attend Wednes-

day evening rehearsals the rest of  the year.  You may even choose to sing when your 

summer schedule allows ð an every-week commitment is not necessary.  Please see 

Denise Lo Cicéro if  you have questions or would like additional information. 
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Wonderful exhibits for 

the children  

and for the adults.  

   tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ 9Ǌƛƪ {ƻƴŘŜǊƎŜƭǘ 
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      The congregation is  invited to the  
            Wedding Ceremony of      
    Leslie Oliver and Roland Sommer  
     On Saturday, June 18, at 4:30 pm  
            in the Church Sanctuary.  

                        Happy Anniversary   

You are invited to help celebrate the 50 th   

Wedding Anniversary of  Robert & Joyce Lawler  
at their open house on Saturday, June 11 ,      

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm, 570 N. Lake Rd, New Carlisle                                      

 

The Haynes family wishes to invite you to an  

open house at their home at 646 Wyckshire Ct, Fairborn,  

on Saturday, June 25,  from 2 to 4 pm  

To celebrate John and Emilyõs  

50th Wedding Anniversary.  

Your presence is your gift.  Look for a sign -up soon.  

June Special Events 

  

The Ladies of the church are invited to a bridal 
shower brunch for Leslie Oliver on Saturday, June 4 
at 11 am in the Lounge .  A sign -up sheet is posted, 
and Leslie and Roland are registered at Macyõs and 
at Amazon.com.  

{ƘƻǿŜǊ       

.ǊǳƴŎƘ 
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Getting to know our Elders  

 We are going to highlight our Elders and Deacons every month so you can get 

to know them a little better. 

 Our featured Ruling Elder this month is Diane Sondergelt.  She heads up the 

Congregational Life and Service Team and is the brains behind all of  our mission 

programs and Meet-N-Eats!  Diane entered her 6th year as an Elder this year.  Prior 

to that, she was a Deacon in the early 1990s for three years. 

 Diane was born and raised in Cincinnati.  While she was a student at University 

of  Cincinnati, she co-opõed for GMõs Delco Moraine.  Upon graduation from UC, 

she started her career at WPAFB in the 4950th Test Wing ð retiring as a computer en-

gineer in AFRLõs Propulsion Laboratory. 

 She joined First Presbyterian Church in 1979, with Emily Haynes as her spon-

sor.  Married in the Church in 1981 to Erik ð they are the parents to twin daughters, 

Ellen and Katieñtheir family now also includes two wonderful sons-in-law, John 

Strawn and Cody Hughes.  The most recent addition to the family is a beautiful 

granddaughter, Molly Hughes. 

 In addition to all the good work she does for our church and community,  

Diane loves to sew, go to lunch and movies with her friends, and work Sudoku puz-

zles.  She also enjoys spending her time catering to her one-year-old great dane/lab 

mix, Boomer.  She was a Girl Scout Leader for six years for her daughters.  Since 

1984, she and Erik have done all the football coaching videos for Wayne High 

School.  She has also been accompanying Erik since 2004 to Beavercreek High 

School ice hockey games while he does the coaching videos. 

 Under current rules, an Elder can serve only two consecutive three year terms.  

Itõs an easy bet, though, that we will still see Diane in her red apron around the 

Church, St. Vincent, and the Fairborn Senior Center!  

 

ELDERS 
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Memorial Gifts  
James G. McMillan sent a gift 

in memory of his daughter,  

Kathleen McMillan.  

To the Congregation and Staff;  

 Thank you so very much for 

the flowers given to me, donated by 

Shirley Hale.  They were greatly 

appreciated.  

 I am also deeply touched by 

the cards and comments of the con-

gregation for my Hall of Honor in-

duction.  There were many mem-

bers of First Presbyterian present 

that Friday evening.  For this I also 

express my gratitude.  May God 

bless, protect, and watch over all of 

you.  

 With affection, love and 

friendship.      

   Michael Seewer  

Dear Friends;  

 On behalf of the Fairborn 

Board of Education, I would like to 

extend our sincere thanks and ap-

preciation to you for your donation 

of $1,000.  

 Thank you for your thoughtful-

ness, interest and consideration of 

the students and staff of the Fair-

born City Schools.  

Sincerely,  

  Ed Gibbons / Superintendent  
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